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the same team with Casey and Samantha. 
Even today there are kids who tease me or 
call me by a boy’s name or ignore me alto-
gether. This makes me feel crummy. Then I 
remember that the kids who get to know me 
usually want to be my friend. They say that 
I am one of the nicest girls in school. 

I don’t mind being different. Different is 
special. I think what matters most is what a 
person is like inside. And inside, I am happy. 
I am having fun. I am proud. I am Jazz. 

f 

PENN STATE’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
CYBER AND DIGITAL MANUFAC-
TURING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I am very excited to be on 
the floor this morning to talk about 
digital manufacturing and how that 
impacts the things that we make. This 
is a quantum leap in manufacturing: 
allowing objects to be rapidly printed 
and, in the case of cyber manufac-
turing, printed remotely. 

Since 2009, I have proudly rep-
resented Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, which is the largest 
geographically in the Commonwealth. 
It is also the home to Penn State Uni-
versity’s main campus in State Col-
lege, Pennsylvania, as well as to the 
Behrend campus in Erie County, and 
the DuBois campus in Clearfield Coun-
ty. 

Over my time in Congress, I have had 
the opportunity to see firsthand how 
the university is leading in the field of 
digital manufacturing in areas that 
range from 3D bioprinting to cyber 
manufacturing—robotics and automa-
tion. 

Portions of the Fifth Congressional 
District have a long history in the pow-
dered metal industry. In fact, St. 
Mary’s in Elk County, as well as in 
Cameron County, an adjoining county, 
have been known for years as the pow-
dered metal capital of the world. A few 
months ago, I visited Penn State to 
take a look at their work in the field of 
additive metal manufacturing, which 
takes place in the university’s applied 
research laboratory CIMP–3D lab. It 
was amazing to watch metal parts be 
created using what amounts to a 3D 
printer, and it is easy to see how this 
new technology will revolutionize ca-
reers in the powdered metal industry, 
which has meant so much to our re-
gion. 

In the same vein, I have been so im-
pressed with the university’s efforts in 
hosting an additive manufacturing 
challenge for small businesses. The 
challenge will award five companies 
$40,000 to work with faculty and staff 
at Penn State CIMP–3D on projects to 
demonstrate this amazing technology. 

Mr. Speaker, beyond the dividends 
that these new innovations are paying 
for the industries which drive Amer-
ica’s economy, this research is also 
benefiting our national defense. Penn 
State is currently working with the 

United States Naval Air Systems Com-
mand to 3D-print, -qualify, and -certify 
a critical safety item—in other words, 
an important part of a Department of 
Defense vehicle—in titanium. This part 
will be flown in an aircraft next month 
and will be the first 3D-printed part to 
have gone through the entire process 
to become flight certified and tested in 
the military. 

Now, I commend the pioneers of this 
exciting new technology from univer-
sities such as my alma mater, Penn 
State, but also universities such as 
Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech, along 
with companies such as the aircraft en-
gine manufacturer, Pratt & Whitney, 
in helping students prepare for what 
are certainly the careers of the future. 

Mr. Speaker, as co-chairman of the 
Congressional Career and Technical 
Education Caucus, I spend a lot of time 
visiting schools, visiting our high 
schools, secondary schools, and post- 
secondary schools that are providing 
training to greater opportunity. It is 
exciting to go into specifically high 
schools and see where this digital man-
ufacturing—this additive manufac-
turing using the 3D printers and var-
ious types of materials—is now present 
in our high schools. 

I appreciate the partnership that 
Penn State has had working with not 
just business and industry, but the col-
laborative work with our high schools 
to begin to introduce and to grow this 
new innovation in manufacturing and 
to introduce this to young learners, 
many of whom, I believe, are going to 
go on and will find great family-sus-
taining jobs through that type of ca-
reer and technical education training, 
being exposed to the very newest form 
of innovation for manufacturing. 

Some of them will go on to work for 
businesses and industries. Who knows? 
Some of them will become entre-
preneurs and return to a day of cottage 
industries. Some of our most amazing 
discoveries have happened in base-
ments, garages, and spare bedrooms 
where entrepreneurs have developed 
and invented. With the use of digital 
manufacturing, a return to cottage in-
dustries is, quite frankly, something 
that I think is going to happen in an 
overwhelming way as often entre-
preneurs take that innovation and are 
able to do some very specific product 
development and manufacturing tar-
geting, maybe some specific niche mar-
kets. 

So I am very excited in how tech-
nology relating to career and edu-
cational training and information tech-
nology, as it relates to digital manu-
facturing or additive manufacturing, is 
going to have a very positive impact on 
our citizens, our families, our busi-
nesses, and, quite frankly, the competi-
tiveness of our Nation. 
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SOLUTION TO FLOODING IN 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, there is a common refrain that you, 
I, and many others are quite familiar 
with. It is: but for the grace of God, 
there go I. 

This refrain has significant meaning 
to all of us. I have used this refrain 
myself. I used it when it came to the 
East Coast and Sandy, the hurricane. I 
used it when it came to Flint and lead 
in the water. I have used it when we 
had the hurricane visit New Orleans—I 
am talking about Katrina. And I am 
using it as it relates to Puerto Rico. 
But for the grace of God, there go I. 

But I will tell you, it takes on an 
even greater meaning when you be-
come the subject of the refrain. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise now because in 
Houston, Texas, over the last 2 years, 
we have had significant flooding. Over 
the last 2 years, in Houston, Texas, we 
had the Memorial Day flood. That flood 
created about $3 billion worth of dam-
age. This year, we have had the tax day 
flood, which created about $5 billion. 
Combined, the two floods totaled $8 bil-
lion in damages. 

We have had lives lost in Houston, 
Texas: four lives estimated for the Me-
morial Day flood; eight lives for the 
tax day flood. Lives have been lost. 

But for the grace of God, there go I. 
And I have a greater understanding of 
what it means because of the way this 
has impacted the people in my city and 
in my State. 

Mr. Speaker, they are citizens of this 
country. I come to the floor today with 
a hue and cry, an appeal that we do 
something about these circumstances 
because this will not be the last flood 
that will take place in Houston, Texas. 

There is a possible solution to some 
of the problems. I don’t know that we 
could ever eliminate all of the flooding 
problems in Houston, Texas. But I do 
know that the Corps of Engineers has 
projects that are already on their dock-
et, on their agenda; and if these 
projects are properly addressed, we can 
mitigate a good deal of this flooding. 

These projects that the Corps has 
would cost us about $311 million to 
complete. One such project is the Brays 
project. We authorized this in 1990, and 
we are projected to finish it in 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, it didn’t take that long 
to create the Erie Canal. It took us 4 
years to complete the Golden Gate 
Bridge; the Hoover Dam was 5 years; 
the Erie Canal was 8 years. And it only 
took us about 8 years—maybe 10, by 
some estimates—to put a person on the 
Moon. Surely, we could have completed 
these projects sooner. 

This bill, H.R. 5025, will accord us 
$311 million to finish these projects so 
that we can save lives, so that we can 
save money; and the bill, if properly 
implemented with the creation of these 
projects and the completion of them, 
will also create jobs. More than 6,000 
jobs are estimated to be created. 

So I come before my colleagues today 
asking that you kindly sign on to H.R. 
5025. It is an opportunity for us to do 
something to help somebody, to help 
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